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SHARK SIGHTING LOG 
Official Field Report  ·  Form GLSP-SL-01 

Complete all applicable sections. Submit to your Patrol Lead within 24 hours (Tier 1) or 4 hours (Tier 2 and above). 
 

 

A Observer Information 

 
Full Name   
  

Shark Searcher ID   
  

Email Address   
  

Phone Number   
  

Home Station / Patrol Region   
  

Years Active with GLSP   
  

Relevant Background or Expertise  marine biology, wildlife observation, fishing, etc. 
  

 

B Sighting Date, Time & Duration 

 
Date of Observation  MM / DD 
/ YYYY 
  

Time of Observation  HH:MM  
AM / PM 
  

Duration of Observation  seconds or 
minutes 
  

 
Time of Day (circle one): 

□  Dawn □  Morning □  Midday □  Afternoon □  Dusk □  Night 

 

C Location 

 
GPS Coordinates  latitude, longitude preferred 
  

Lake  Michigan / Superior / Huron / Erie / Ontario 
  

Nearest Landmark or Access Point  beach name, park, marina, road 
  

Estimated Distance from Shore  feet or yards 
  

Compass Bearing of Anomaly  N / NE / E / SE / S / 
SW / W / NW 
  

Additional Location Notes  inlet, bay, depth estimate, pier, rocky vs. sandy bottom, etc. 
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D Environmental Conditions 

 
Sky Conditions (circle one): 

□  Clear □  Partly Cloudy □  Overcast □  Fog □  Rain / Storm 

 
Water Conditions (circle one): 

□  Calm / Flat □  Light Chop □  Moderate Chop □  Rough / Whitecaps 

 
Estimated Wind Speed  calm / 
light / moderate / strong 
  

Estimated Water Visibility  
feet 
  

Estimated Water Temperature  °F (if 
known) 
  

 

E Description of Observed Anomaly 

 
Estimated Size of Observed Object / Animal  
feet 
  

Estimated Distance from Observer  feet or yards 
  

Color — Dorsal (top) surface: 
□  Grey / Dark Grey □  Blue-Grey 
□  Brown / Olive □  Spotted / Mottled 
□  Black □  Other (describe below) 
Other color notes   
  
Color — Ventral (underside) surface, if visible: 
□  White / Pale □  Not visible 
□  Light Grey □  Other (describe below) 
□  Yellow / Cream  
  
Fin Activity: 
□  Dorsal fin observed above surface □  Fin shape: triangular 
□  Caudal (tail) fin observed □  Fin shape: rounded / paddle-like 
□  Pectoral fin observed □  Fin broke surface: briefly 
□  No fin observed — subsurface movement 
only 

□  Fin broke surface: sustained 

 
Movement Pattern: 
□  Stationary / holding position □  Directed movement — parallel to shore 
□  Slow drift with current □  Erratic / unpredictable 
□  Directed movement — toward shore □  Circling 

GLSP-SL-01  ·  All reports are confidential until reviewed by your Patrol Lead.Page 2 



 
GREAT LAKES FRESHWATER SHARK SEARCH PROJECT 
Shark Sighting Log  ·  Form GLSP-SL-01 

greatlakessharkpatrol.com 
GLSP-SL-01  ·  v1.0  ·  June 2026 

 
□  Directed movement — away from shore □  Surfacing / breaching 
 
Swim Motion (if body movement was observed): 
□  Lateral undulation (side-to-side body) □  Vertical tail stroke (up-down) 
□  Rolling motion (side-to-side roll) □  No visible body motion — only surface 

disturbance 
 
Snout / Head Description  shape, length, color, visible features 
  
Body Shape Description  streamlined, stocky, elongated, tapered, etc. 
  
Any markings, spots, or distinctive features   
  
Written Description of Observed Anomaly: 
  
  
  
  

 

F Other Wildlife and Environmental Observations 

 
Other wildlife observed in the area immediately before, during, or after the sighting: 
□  Baitfish — schooling at surface □  Large fish (muskie, sturgeon, salmon) 
□  Baitfish — evasive / scattered behavior □  Watercraft in area 
□  Waterfowl — normal activity □  Other swimmers or waders 
□  Waterfowl — agitated / fleeing □  No other wildlife noted 
 
Describe any unusual wildlife behavior   
  

 

G Evidence 

 
Photographic / Video Evidence: 
□  No photographic or video evidence obtained 
□  Photographs taken — attach originals (do not crop, filter, or enhance before submitting) 
□  Video taken — attach original file 
□  Evidence obtained by another observer — collect their file and note their name below 
 
Number of Images / Videos   
  

File Format  JPG / MOV / MP4 / other 
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Camera / Device Used  phone model, camera type 
  
 
Physical / Biological Evidence: 
□  No physical evidence recovered 
□  Tooth recovered 
□  Fin tissue or skin sample recovered 
□  Bite-pattern damage to fish, watercraft, equipment, or other object 
□  Whole animal specimen (living) 
□  Whole animal specimen (deceased) 
□  Other physical evidence (describe below) 
 
Describe physical evidence and handling procedures used  Did you use gloves? How was it stored? 
  
  

 

H Corroborating Observers 

 
□  I was the only observer 
□  One or more additional observers were present — complete below 
 
Corroborating Observer 1 — Name   
  

Contact (phone or email)   
  

Submitted independent report?  Yes  /  No  /  Will file 
  

Corroborating Observer 2 — Name   
  

Contact (phone or email)   
  

Submitted independent report?  Yes  /  No  /  Will file 
  

Additional corroborating observers (names and contact)  attach additional sheet if needed 
  

 

I Proposed Classification Tier 

 
Select the tier that best reflects the available evidence. When uncertain, select the higher tier. 
 

Tier 1 
USAB-1 

Tier 2 
USAA-2 

Tier 3 
PSSE-3 

Tier 4 
CVSE-4 

Tier 5 
FGLS-5 

 

□  1 USAB-1  —  Unconfirmed Surface Anomaly Class B: Single observer; brief or partially 
obscured sighting; no corroboration. 
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□  2 USAA-2  —  Unconfirmed Surface Anomaly Class A: Multiple observers or sustained 
observation with behavioral indicators. 

□  3 PSSE-3  —  Probable Shark Species Encounter: Physical evidence or expert corroboration 
present. 

□  4 CVSE-4  —  Confirmed Vertebrate Shark Encounter: Photographic or biological specimen 
confirmed by qualified examiner. 

□  5 FGLS-5  —  First Documented Great Lakes Shark: Peer-reviewed and independently verified. 
Contact HQ immediately. 

 
Justification for Proposed Tier: 
  
  
  

 

J Observer Declaration and Signature 

 
I declare that the information provided in this report is accurate to the best of my knowledge and recollection. I 
understand that the value of this record depends entirely on its honesty, and I submit it in that spirit. 
 
Observer Signature   
  

Date Submitted  MM / DD / YYYY 
  

Shark Searcher ID   
  

Patrol Lead Name (if known)   
  

 
FOR PATROL LEAD USE ONLY 
 
Date Received by Patrol Lead   
  

Patrol Lead Name   
  

Patrol Lead Classification Review: 
□  Classification confirmed as submitted 
□  Classification revised — new tier:  ___________   Reason:  ___________________________________ 
□  Additional information requested from observer 
□  Escalated to HQ — date and time: ___________ 
 
Patrol Lead Notes   
  
  
  

Patrol Lead Signature   
  

Date of Review  MM / DD / YYYY 
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